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Who was Robert Robinson?

Who was Robert Robinson? Is a question often asked at the Science Park by

visitors to the Magdalen Centre on Robert Robinson Avenue.

It is a popular misconception that this main road through the Park is named
after the journalist, broadcaster and quiz master Robert Robinson, famous for
Call My Bluff, Ask The Family, Stop The Week, and Brain of Britain. Although
he is an Oxford graduate and worthy notable, the answer is unfortunately....

wrong!

Robert Robinson Avenue is named after the Oxford scientist and fellow of
Magdalen College Sir Robert Robinson (1886 — 1975). Sir Robert made

important contributions in many diverse areas of organic chemistry and
devised ingenious methods of chemical synthesis. He was awarded the nobel
prize for chemistry in 1947.

Oxford has a rich scientific heritage and many of the roads and buildings on
the Science Park are named after scientists from Magdalen or the University.
In order to clarify the origins of these names the new 2009 Science Park

Calendar explains all.

So who were James Sadler, Peter Medawar, John Eccles and Charles

Fletcher? Download a PDF copy (3mb) of the Calendar here to find out!

ENDS

Notes to editors:


http://www.magd.ox.ac.uk/college/famous-alumni/nobel-laureates/robinson
http://www.oxfordsp.com/downloads/OSPCalendar2009.pdf

e The Oxford Science Park is a joint venture between Magdalen College,
Oxford and Prudential Property Investment Managers Ltd.

e The Oxford Science Park is designed for science, technology and
business occupiers of all kinds, from start-up businesses to large
corporations and divisions of multinational companies.

e The Oxford Science Park aims to attract science-based companies of
all kinds, whether start-up businesses or research and development
divisions of multinational companies. More than 530,000 sq ft net of
office and laboratory space has been completed to date.



